
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 19, 2011 
 
The Honorable Christine Kehoe 
California State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 5050 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  SB 790 (Leno) – Position:  Support 
 
Dear Senator Kehoe: 
 
The Kings River Conservation District (KRCD) requests your support of SB 790 (Leno), an act 
to amend Sections 331.1, 365.1, 366.2, 380, 381.1, 395.5, 1802, and 8380 of, and to add 
Section 707 to, the Public Utilities Code, relating to electricity.  
 
KRCD is a public agency responsible for flood control, energy generation, environmental 
programs and on-farm and groundwater management.  KRCD is actively involved in regional 
power issues and is a key player in the ongoing development of a Community Choice 
Aggregation (CCA) program in the central San Joaquin Valley through participation in the 
San Joaquin Valley Power Authority.  Our popularly elected Board of Directors recently 
adopted the attached Resolution in support of SB 790. 
 
AB117 (Migden) passed in 2002 created an opportunity for local governments to develop 
Community Choice Aggregation programs that meet local and regional objectives, providing 
customer choice and competition in the energy marketplace.  CCA programs have been 
studied in many areas of the state.  In our effort to implement CCA in the San Joaquin 
Valley, KRCD experienced several obstacles, including conduct of the incumbent investor-
owned utility that prevented us from reaching our objectives of customer choice, discounted 
and stable energy price, and local investment in generation infrastructure.  SB 790 would 
promote competition by lifting many of the barriers that have prevented local agencies 
including KRCD and its surrounding communities from implementing CCA in their regions.  
SB 790 would also expand authorization to implement CCA to limited number of special 
districts, including KRCD, which are authorized and qualified to generate and deliver 
electricity. 
 
 Please contact me at (559) 237-5567 if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
DAVID ORTH 
General Manager   
 
Attachment 
 



cc: Honorable Members, Senate Committee on Appropriations 
The Honorable Mark Leno 

 Mr. Brendan McCarthy 
 Ms. Rocel Bettencourt 
 KRCD Board of Directors 
 Ms. Cristel Tufenkjian 
  






